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SUBJECT: COMMENTS BY TASS OFEICIAL ON CURRENT SITUATION 

1. IN CONVERSATION WITH USINTOFF DECEMBER 10, DEPUTY TASS 
DIRECTOR YEDRASHNIKOV ASKED POINTEDLY IF EGYPTIANS WERE 
PUTTING PRESSURE ON US TO ACHIEVE SOME FORM OF ISRAELI 
DISENGAGEMENT BEFORE OPENING OF PEACE CONFERENCE. YEDRASHNIKOV 
GAVE HIS "PERSONAL" OPINION THAT SOME MOVEMENT SHOULD OCCUR 
PRIOR TO DECEMBER 18; BUT HE THEN SAID HE DID NOT REALLY EXPECT 
THIS TO TAKE PLACE. REPLYING TO QUESTION, HE SAID THE SOVIETS 
THEMSELVES WERE EXPERIENCING CONSIDERABLE CRITICISM EROM 
EGYPTIANS. SOME OF THESE, TRADITIONALLY FRIENDLY TO THE USSR, 

HAD BEEN SNIPING AT SOVIETS FOR THEIR INABILITY TO PRESS US TO 
PRESS ISRAEL TO DISENGAGE. EOR THEIR PART, SOVIETS EOUND IT 
DIFEICULT TO MOLLIFY EGYPTIANS BY NOTING VAST AMOUNT OF SOVIET 
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MILITARY AND ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE PROVIDED TO EGYPT IN THE PAST 
FEW MONTHS; AND EGYPTIANS CONTINUE TO DEMAND MORE POLITICAL 
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ASSISTANCE AS WELL AS MILITARY EQUIPMENT. 

2. ON CURRENT TACTICAL SITUATION, YEDRASHNIKOV SAID THERE WAS 
"DEFINITE INFORMATION" THAT EGYPT HAD UNDERTAKEN DELIBERATE 
POLICY OF HARASSING IDF, PARTICULARLY ISRAELI FORCES ON WEST 
BANK OF CANAL (WHICH HE SAID NUMBERED 18,000). HE SAID EGYPTIANS 
DO NOT BELIEVE THIS WOULD ELICIT A RETALIATORY RESPONSE, AND 
THEY SEEM QUITE PREPARED TO INCREASE NUMBER OE INCIDENTS AND 
COMMANDO RAIDS IN ISRAEL SALIENT. YEDRASHNIKOV SAID THAT EGYPTIAN 
POSITION ON WESTERN EDGE OE SALIENT HAD BEEN REINFORCED BY FIRST 
ARMY WHICH "DID NOT EXIST" AT TIME OE WAR'S OUTBREAK. HE EXPLAINED 
THAT THERE HAD BEEN NO EEFECTIVE EIGHTING FORCE DURING OCTOBER 
WHICH WOULD BE CALLED A FIRST ARMY, BUT EGYPTIANS HAD BEEN ABLE 
TO FORM ONE SUBSEQUENTLY. 

3. USINTOEF ASKED YEDRASHNIKOV TO CLARIFY CERTAIN INCONSISTENCIES 
IN HIS EARLIER REMARKS ABOUT MIG-23'S;SPECIFICALLY, WERE THEY 
SOVIET OR EGYPTIAN PILOTED? YEDRASHNIKOV REPLIED THAT, AS HE 
HAD TOLD USINTOFF SOME WEEKS AGO, EGYPTIANS HAD BEEN TRAINED 
INTO MIG-23 S AND WERE CAPABLE OE FLYING THEM; BUT THAT MIG-23'S 
CURRENTLY IN EGYPT WERE BEING PILOTED BY SOVIETS. 
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